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tions are better educated as to the dangers of impure water than the 
rural classes, and that great effort is being made to improve the water 
supply of the larger cities. It must be remembered, too, that the 
fertilization of fields and gardens by night soil, which is universal, 
almost insures the contamination of the streams, and that the wells of 
the people are, with few exceptions, in most dangerous proximity to 
their privies. 

The course of the disease is usually acute and brief, while sequelse, 
such as abscess of the liver, and persistence in chronic form, are, com- 
paratively, uncommon. 

As the great infectiousness of the disease is beyond doubt, and it is evi- 
dent that little can be done by mere inspection here, no matter how 
thorough, in detecting mild or incipient cases among those taking 
passage for abroad, I beg to suggest that special inquiry be made upon 
all ships arriving from Japanese ports, as to the occurrence of dysen- 
tery during the voyage. Further, that passengers and crews be closely 
watched, and all stools passed inspected, during the time of detention 
for examination at quarantine; and that, if the disease be found, or 
suspected, stringent precautions be taken. 

It is unfortunate, with reference to the proper measures to be taken 
in quarantining for this sickness, that the incubation period is unknown. 
It may, however, I think, be assumed to be short, probably under 
seven days. 

The Japanese authorities have recently revised their regulations for 
dealing with dysentery, making them as severe as those for the manage- 
ment of cholera, and including a quarantine of one week for all infected 
houses. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, 77. S. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Yokohama, September 8, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I have, personally, imported 
a large formaldehyd generator, of the Moffat pattern, which I shall 
make use of for disinfecting purposes, when necessary, pending the 
erection of the steam plant of the P. M. and O. & O. S. S. companies. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. ' 

Sanitary report from Yokohama. 

Yokohama, September 8, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor to forward my regular report of infectious 
disease in Japan for period August 24 to September 2, inclusive. 

The increasing prevalence of dysentery is shown by even the very 
incomplete statistics which it presents. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Report of infectious disease in Japan, August 24 to September 3, 1897. 



Locality. 


Dysentery. 


Smallpox. 


Cholera. 


Cases. Deaths. 
129 « 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 




60 


(t) 




(t) 
754 










Tokyo Fu 


m 






14 


5 




139 48 










1 












54 
208 

(t> 
158 
2 
80 
2,560 
125 
185 
(t) 
1 
4 
(t) 
(t) 
453 
(t) 
(t) 
34 
43 
(I) 
12 

146 
92 

(ft 
(t) 
9 

71 
100 
170 
63 
(t) 
1 
(t) 

2 
105 
1,470 
299 
243 
(t) 


18 

36 












1 








[ 






35 


1 








1 






GifuKen 


21 

367 
29 
52 


























1 




1 




























i 










1 










i 






75 






1 


1 






















1 
13 




i 








1 














1 


1 
























22 
20 


18 


4 




































5 


































20 
24 
37 
15 








































TottoriKen 














1 






























11 

213 

58 
47 






















2 


1 






The Hokkaido 


















1 






Total 


7,713 


1,176 


32 ] 13 


75 









■ : From August 1 to September 2. 



f No report. 



X From August 4 to September 2. 
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Yokohama, Japan, September 8, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that during the months of July and 
August I inspected vessels as follows : 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Destination. 




July 8 




San Francisco via Honolulu. 
New York via ports. 

Do. 
Taconia via Victoria. 
San Francisco via Honolulu. 
Astoria. 
San Francisco. 
Seattle. 

New York or Boston via Philippines. 
New York via Kobe. 
New York via ports. 

Do. 
San Francisco via Honolulu. 
Astoria. 

Undetermined port via Manila. 
Tacoina via Victoria. 
Undetermined port via ports. 
Portland, Ort g. 
New York via ports. 
Port Townsend. 
Portland, Oreg. 
San Francisco via Honolulu. 
Seattle. 

Tacoina via Victoria. 
New York via ports. 




July 13 






July 14 






July 17 
Do 






July 22 






July 27 






July 28 
July 29 

Do 
Aug. 3 


Japanese steamship Yamaguchi Maru 

American steam vessel Edward O'Brien ... 
American steam vessel John McDonald 




Aug. 5 
Aug. 7 

Do. 
Aug. 11 

Do 






Aug. 12 
Aug. 16 






Aug. 19 
Aug. 24 
Aug. 25 

Do, 
Aug. 28 

Do., 


Japanese steamship Kagoshima Maru 





All the foregoing ships were apparently free from any infection. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

SPAIN. 



Leprosy in Spain. 

Denia, August 25, 1897. 

Sir : I beg to refer you to my dispatches, ISTos. 17 and 18, the subject 
of which is leprosy. I now have to offer the translation of an item 
which appears in El Epoca, of Madrid, relative to the same subject. 
It seems the press of the country is becoming alarmed, and it advises 
precautionary measures to prevent this loathsome disease from spread- 
ing into all parts of Spain. According to the Epoca there is but one 
town where they are prepared to isolate the lepers. 

The translation of the item as it appears in the Epoca is as follows : 

A periodical of Valencia calls attention to repeated cases of leprosy in that locality ; 
also, there are cases registered in La Cruz Cubierta, Oabanal, etc. (It names thirty-four 
villages in this part of Spain.) Olleria is the only town where there is a leproseria (a 
place for the care and confinement of lepers). There are some cases also in the provinces 
of Malaga and Granada. 

The article concludes advising early and strict measures to prevent 
the disease from propagating and to isolate the lepers, that the disease 
may not spread into all parts of Spain. 

I am, sir, etc., Andrew P. Pay, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 



